Western Heights Uniting Church

31 Douglass Street, Herne Hill, 3218.
(03) 5229 2681
Email: office@whuc.com.au
Website: www.whuc.com.au

Loving God: Growing Together, Partnering Community, Sharing Faith

August at a Glance

Sunday 2nd 8.45am Traditional Worship
10.15am Worship
- - Tuesday 4th ~ 12.30pm WHISH
: Wednesday 5th 12.30pm Mission Outreach
=) m Friday 7th 10.00am Vines Options Op Shop Coffee Morning
-~ H Sunday 9th 10.00am Worship
= ﬁ Q Friday 14th 7.00pm KFG—Ten Pin Bowling Night
o o Sunday 16th  10.00am Worship
E ﬂ Tuesday 18th ~ 2.00pm Midweek Communion
I N H 6.30pm Friends from Vines
4 Q Wednesday 19th 7.00pm Church Council Meeting
> p— Sunday 23rd  10.00am Worship
:2 m w 4.00pm Messy Church
p : 3 Sunday 30th  10.00am Worship
o
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z <P
: 27
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> August Preaching Plan
w Western Heights Services:
3 Sunday 2nd 8.45amRev. Isabel Greenall & Annette Chidzey
10.15amRev. Isabel Greenall & Annette Chidzey
Sunday 9th 10.00am Rev. Isabel Greenall
Sunday 16th 10.00am Rev. Brian Giddings & Audrey Kateena All Together Service &
Communion
Tuesday 18th 2.00pmAudrey Kateena Midweek Communion
Sunday 23rd 10.00am Audrey Kateena
4.00pmMessy Church

Sunday 30th 10.00amRev. Robert Van Zetten

Other Services:
Tuesday 25th Audrey Kateena Vincentian Village 3.00pm




Western Heights Mission
Outreach 2015

Wednesday Sth August 2015
Visit Diane Edwards Home

Lunch 12.30pm

Contact: Dorothy Matthews - 5278 9491

Vines Options Op Shop—Coffee
Morning

e

-

All past volunteers from Vines
Options are invited to catch up
for coffee and a chat at Soft
Café in Minerva Road on
Friday 7th August at
10.00am.

KFG (Kids Friendship Group)

Ten Pin Bowling Night
Friday 14th August, 2015
Geelong Bowling Lanes
49 Reynolds Rd, Belmont
7pm—_8.30pm
$7.00

RSVP to Jan or Karen by
Wednesday 12th August

Karen.morgan1968@hotmail.com or 0404435261

or office@whuc.com.au

Friends from Vines

Speaker: Robyn Wilder
“Living with the Deaf”
Tuesday 18th August, 2015
6.30pm Horizons Room
Casserole Tea provided by members
RSVP: 16th August, 2015
Cost: donation
Anyone interested welcome
Joan 5241 5683
0438 722 035
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Messy Church @
WHUC

Sunday 23rd August 4pm

Contact: Karen (0404435261) for more info or if
you’d like to help!

Annual Leave

Isabel will be on annual leave 11"-30™ August. For
urgent pastoral matters please contact Audrey
Kateena.

Three Year Strategic Plan

As a congregation we have been working for some
15 months toward developing a three year strategic
and we have made it! Together we have discerned
and developed a new purpose statement, seven goals
and a series of relevant actions. What a great effort
by everyone! A BIG thankyou to the Facilitation
Group for guiding the congregation along the way, to
everyone for participating in the many opportunities
for providing input and feedback in a variety of
ways, and to the Spirit of God who continues to
challenge and guide us in our life together as a
congregation. Now it’s time to get on with actioning
the plan! Copies of the final plan will be made
available to everyone in the coming weeks.

Rev Isabel Greenall

Senior Retirees
Outings for 2015

h , The following dates and venues
are for the projected outings for

L ik A this year:

September 8th—Country Mystery Car Trail
November 10th—Narana Creations Visit
Please put these in your diaries/calendars now.

Graeme & Michele Hardy
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Winter Meditation Series

All are invited to participate in as much or as little of the four week meditation series
connecting with natural themes of fire, water, air & earth in September. The first three will
be at Western Heights and the last will be a half day retreat at Narana Creations. There will
be more information available about the retreat closer to the time.
.r ~
5-5:45pm 5™, 12™, 19" Sept @ Western Heights
1-5pm 26™ Sept @ Narana Creations, 410 Surfcoast Hwy, Grovedale. e
Contacts: Rhonda Dingle (5222 3641) & Jen Stephens (5221 3453)

Consensus Decision Making

Consensus decision-making was adopted by the 1994 National Assembly as the norm for meeting procedure in all
councils of the Uniting Church (congregation, church council, presbytery, Synod, Assembly). A Manual for Meetings
replaced the previous adversarial style Standing Orders and Rules of Debate. If you’d like to read the manual it can
be found at http://tinyurl.com/Manual-for-meetings or ask for a copy from the office.

We at Western Heights have been using this method of
decision-making for some time now in Church Council and are
only just at the beginning stages of using it as a

Congregation. So, there is CO mm u ni C a t’ 0 n much for us to learn. A few points
to start with.
R

Consensus decision making is basically about discerning

the guidance of the Spirit C O I I a bo [ 47 | t’ on of God in community. It requires a

depth of trust and relationship between members of the
community, widespread a4 participation of members, influence
based on information and expertise not personal power, open
communication of Con S e n S u S difr;erences ofp attitude gnd opinfon,
valuing of each other as - persons of worth and affirming each
one’s right to their opinion, a willingness to solve
problems in a collaborative manner.

On matters of importance, consensus decision making can take a long time. There can be much information to gather
and many issues to discuss and work through but when consensus is finally reached it can be liberating, exciting,
amazing...and sometimes a relief! Sometimes the outcome can be quite different to where the recommendation
began. That can be the nature of discerning in community.

There are 5 main parts to consensus decision making. Sometimes they are spread over separate sessions over a longer
period of time, but often information, deliberative and decision sessions will be part of the one sitting. Our recent
work in discerning a 3 year action plan took the longer period of time option.

Parts to consensus decision making:
*  Worship: a vital element as it reminds us of whose we are.

* General session: eg ceremonial occasions, formal addresses, opening/closing ceremonies, celebrations, public
meetings.

* Information session: opportunity to share information in order to present reports and raise issues, clarification of
information.

* deliberative session: discuss issues arising from the information, formulate proposals, refinement of proposals
through small groups, feedback to a facilitation group.

* decision session: process to come to a common mind on the issue.

In coming monthly newsletters there will be further instalments about consensus decision making in the Uniting
Church. So, stay tuned!!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]
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http://assembly.uca.org.au/images/stories/Regulations/2012/Manual_for_Meetings_2009.pdf

Volunteer Investigation Meeting

Wesley Hymfest Finalisation

A meeting will be held at Hoppers Crossing UC on
Friday 21st August at 10.00—11.30am to look into

The Outreach Ministry team held a very successful

Wesley Hymnfest on Sunday 24™ May 2015, followed

the use of volunteers in our church and UnitingCare

activities.

by a light tea. We are delighted to inform you that a total
of $2,590 was received from ticket donations & after

Members who volunteer in some way and Church

Council members are invited to attend.

expenses of $960 we had an unexpected profit of $1,630

to disperse.

The meeting will consider the reasons for volunteer-

ing.

At our meeting on 15" July 2015 it was agreed to make

the following donations:

$400. for St.Teresa’s Indigenous College at Abergowrie, i The range of tasks serviced,

Queensland, for David Andrews to purchase a band saw.
David teaches woodwork there & his wife Sue is

Difficulties in establishing a volunteer force,

Strategies for enlisting volunteers.

working in the College office. (Both are members of

WHUC). Check out the College’s web page on

www.abergowrie.catholic.edu.au/ .
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Hurry before you miss out

The Entertainment Books are once again

available for sale this year at a cost of $55.00

with $11 going to WHUC. If you are wishing to

purchase a book please see Helen Sleep.

$1,000. For UnitingCare, Geelong.

$230 to Western Heights Uniting Church.

There were quite a few folk asking when we would “do

it again”. Apparently it’s 7 years until that date next falls

on a Sunday!
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http://www.abergowrie.catholic.edu.au/
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Pas foral Care Dz2K Day

Early last century, most Australians died at home, P ——— ;
surrounded by family with the medical profession ' X 1
s ¢ Talking about deatn 1s .

often nowhere in site. Dying and death were a visible

part of family and community life. morbid ‘t Qﬁ&%@k

Although death is just as inevitable, 100% of us will taboo
die, most Australians now die in hospital, surrounded
by medical equipment and staff. Family are not always
present. Consequently dying and death are not so
visible, becoming the elephant in the room. The
increasing use of “passing” and “passed” is evidence of the community’s reluctance to talk about death. In
seeking to be gentle with those in the midst of death’s effect we deny its reality, hindering good grief.

weird

We join with the Groundswell Project and Dying to Know Day, in encouraging people to talk more openly
about death and dying as a natural part of life's journey, with a view to helping people make the most out
of life. You might like to attend one of the Victorian DzKDaH Death Cafe events on 8" August at:

1-3.30pm, Edinburgh Castle, Private Dining Room, 681 Sydney Road Brunswick,
Contact/RVSP: Kimba, 0430 378 388 https://www.facebook.com/events/841313332620001 or

2-4.30pm, Happy River Cafe, Footscray Community Arts Centre, contact Peta, 0414 534 737

See http://deathcafe.com/ for more details on the worldwide organisation of informal gatherings of
people, often strangers, to eat cake, share a cuppa and discuss death.

Alternativeiy you might like to enter the South Australian Funeral/Anniversary Cake cookery challenge

for anyone “to bake and decorate a cake that could be taken along to a funeral tea or to celebrate the
anniversary of the death of someone special”. See http://www.pallcare.asn.au/news-events/events/a-
cookery-challenge-thats-raisin-the-dead or Audrey for details of how to enter the image of your cake.
Entries close 5pm, 8th August 2015 and a prize of $250 will be awarded for the cake judged as 'the most
creative’. The competition is inspired by centuries old traditions of Funeral or Mourning Cakes.

(Other actions you're encouraged to consider are:

» |f currently you could be one of the 45% of people who die without a will, write your will this
month. You can use a Will Kit, or consult a solicitor.

« |fyou're part of the 90% who don’t have an Advance Care plan, consult your GP or visit
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/bhcv2 /bhcarticles.nsf/pages/advance care plans to help you
prepare an Advance Care Plan. See also http://advancecareplanning.org.au/ and
http://www.abc.net.au/health/thepulse/stories/2010/11/18/3069750.htm

= |fyou're one of the 9 out of 10 people who never tell anyone their end-of-life wishes begin the
conversation. Write them down and/or visit https://www.myvalues.org.au/

e Anincreasing number of people have prepaid funerals but haven’t discussed their wishes for the
service itself. See Audrey for a form that will help you formulate your thoughts. Isabel and Audrey
are available for further discussion.

¢« Send out some letters or cards telling your loved ones what you love and appreciate about them,
and maybe something they might need to know if you were to die suddenly.

» Hire an appropriate movie that touches on death, dying or bereavement. Use the themes to start a
family discussion on death and dying. Don’t hesitate to include the kids, you could find they're less
fearful of discussion than the adults!

« Have an ancestor dinner where you lay a place for your deceased loved ones and reminisce about
their lives. Alternatively visit their grave — make it a celebration and have a picnic with them.

» Borrow a copy of the book Dying to Know: Bringing Death to Life. See Audrey or Isabel

Whatever you decide to do for DZK Day, in choosing to act, you're part of a global-movement!
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Contact Details

Leadership Team:
Minister: Rev. Isabel Greenall minister@whuc.com.au 5250 5930

Isabel’s day off is Monday so please refrain from 0419 602006
contacting her on this day.

Church Administrator: John Matthews dotjohnib@gmail.com 5278 9491

Children’s Ministry Karen Morgan karen.morgan1968 @hotmail.com 5276 1042

Co-ordinator:

Pastoral Care Contact: Audrey Kateena Pastoral.Carer@gmail.com 0435 064 088
Church Council Chair: Rodger Marsden eagles@pipeline.com.au 0419 717 774
Property Co-ordinator Graeme Hardy graeme.c.hardy@gmail.com 0408 630 391
Communications
Administrator: Jan Grigg 5229 5889
WHUC Office: Phone: 5229 2681

Office hours: Wed: 1.30pm - 3.30pm

Fri: o9am —1:00pm

Office email: office@whuc.com.au

Website: www.whuc.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Heights-

Uniting-Church/167518399975533
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¥ Pew Sheet Aluminium Foil

PL YGR Uli The Leprosy Mission is able to raise

If anyone wishes to receive the Pew funds from the sale of many forms of
Playgroups are held in the Sheet information by email each week,  recycled aluminium foil and cans.
Horizons Room on: Tuesday please give your name and email Please assist this worthy cause by
mornings and Friday address to Jan in the office. leaving your used foil in the
mornings 9:30-11.30am. appropriate box in the foyer.

Future Monthly Newsletters

To be included in the Monthly Newsletter, please ensure your notices are at the church office by the 20™ of the
preceding month. They can be dropped in to the office in a clearly marked envelope, or emailed to the
office, at office@whuc.com.au
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